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Peaceful activism is terrorism & fakenews is facts
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My case is not unique...

The only thing unique about my case is that I found out...
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“We could not tickbox anything else, so we tickboxed terrorism.”

Justification Dutch Police, 31 januari 2023
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INTERPOL Notice

Collect Data Discreetly

NOTIFYING AUTHORITY
Prosecutor's Office Amsterdam...
Case Number xxxxx: Article 36, Section 2, SUO
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Dutch Data Protection Authority



265 times and still counting
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“Does the minister share the opinion that the police 
must adhere to court rulings?”





David van Weel
Minister of Justice and Security  



Violation of article 13 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights?



Effective remedy







Interested in this developing story?
Sign up for my newsletter via frankvanderlinde.net



EU trends regarding activism

•Loss of presumption of innocence
•Populism to legitimise brutality (e.g. ’ecoterrorists’)
•Fake data, amplification of anecdotal facts
•Disproportion of resources



See Chaos Computer Club 
conference, 2015, Resisting 

Surveillance: it's not just about the 
metadata. The UK’s top surveillance 

court, the IPT, found in 2021 that 
many fundamental rights of the 

women were violated, including the 
right to not be tortured. 

This was gendered surveillance!

https://media.ccc.de/v/camp2015-6741-resisting_surveillance_it_s_is_not_just_about_the_metadata#t=0
https://media.ccc.de/v/camp2015-6741-resisting_surveillance_it_s_is_not_just_about_the_metadata#t=0
https://media.ccc.de/v/camp2015-6741-resisting_surveillance_it_s_is_not_just_about_the_metadata#t=0




“State response to peaceful environmental protest 

is increasingly to repress, 

rather than to enable and protect”

                  UN Rapporteur, 2024 report on environmental protest 

Source: Report on the State repression of environmental protest and civil disobedience: a major threat to human rights 
and democracy, 2024, UN Special Rapporteur on Environmental Defenders under the Aarhus Convention 

https://web.archive.org/web/20240804193748/https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/UNSR_EnvDefenders_Aarhus_Position_Paper_Civil_Disobedience_EN.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20240804193748/https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/UNSR_EnvDefenders_Aarhus_Position_Paper_Civil_Disobedience_EN.pdf


EU Terrorism report (TE-SAT), 2023:
• Associates environmental activism & Extremism
• Environmental extremists worry about […] the climate and earth resources

👉 To Rapporteur, sounds like worry of climate change = extremist 
viewpoint.

Source: UN Rapporteur, 2024 report on environmental protest 

Environmental activism as 
a “terrorist threat”



Civil disobedience

Cumulative criteria for UN Rapporteur on environmental protest:

1) Deliberate law-breaking
2) Public interest topic
3) Publicly
4) Non-violently

Civil disobedience ∈ Freedom of Expression, International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights (ICCPR) (art. 19 & 21)



Source: UN Rapporteur, 2024 report on environmental protest 

Violent protest =/= few isolated violent people.
• A few isolated people cannot justify

• Excessive use of Police force
• Ending of protest

Acceptable violence?
• Towards people: NEVER
• Towards goods & buildings: DEPENDS

• Destruction en masse or costly: NO
• Symbolic destruction: YES

What about violence?



Thank you!

Frank: frank@frankvanderlinde.net

Lori: lori.roussey@datarights.ngo

Happy to chat in the House of Tea!
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