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Governments control network accessibility.



Governments control network accessibility.

How does control of the internet inform
government repression?
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The Dilemma: Digital response to ‘threats’?

Surveil the internet Censor the internet

The choice of digital response informs the type of
state repression used.
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State repression in Syria

Updated Statistical Analysis of Documentation of Killings
in the Syrian Arab Republic

Commissioned by
the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights

Megan Price, Anita Gohdes, and Patrick Ball*
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August 2014

m Uniquely identified documented killings, 03/2011-04/2014:
191,369
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Types of Repression

Snapshot of the database

Table 5.1. Snapshot of the database (anonymised)

ID name* A* B* C* D* gov date_of_death sex
14567 | [.] 1 0 0 0 Aleppo 2012-11-16 M
57860 | |..] 0 0 1 1 Homs 2013-09-16 M
58673 | |..] 0 0 1 0 Rural Damascus 2012-08-30 M
68900 | [..] 0 1 0 0 Hama 2012-04-28 F
23456 | |..] 0 1 0 1 Homs 2013-03-24 M
11239 | [.] 0 0 1 0 Deirez-Zor 2012-05-28 M
68900 | |..] 0 0 0 0 Rural Damascus 2014-02-25 M
78949 | [.] 0 0 1 1 Daraa 2013-03-18 n.a.

* anonymised
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|dentifying the type of violence

m Targeted: Intended to eliminate individuals or groups
m Untargeted: ‘general’ terror
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Identifying targeted and untargeted violence
Source 3:
In the cellars of Air Force
Source |: Intelligence branch
Died under torture in the Source 2: in Hama airport where Source 4:
prisons system after a ‘Shooting’ he was arrested previously N/A
two-month detention i on 9/27/12013
1 Individual Record i
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m Examples of targeted:

arrest, detention, found with hands/legs tied’, tortured,
executed, defector

m Examples of untargeted:
explosion, bombing, shelling, mortar, child

m Supervised machine-learning to help with classification of
~60,000 records
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Dark Figure

The Dark Figure

Time, location, and information access all affect
our knowledge of what’s happening on the
ground.
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Dark Figure

The Dark Figure

Time, location, and information access all affect
our knowledge of what’s happening on the
ground.

The dark figure can be estimated using multiple
systems estimation.
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The Dark Figure of Violence in Syria
Percentage of undocumented killings
2012-07-01 2012-08-01 2012-09-01 2012-10-01
2012-11-01 2012-12-01 2013-01-01 2013-02-01
s ’ I:
2013-03-01 2013-04-01 2013-05-01 2013-06-01
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Results

Internet (DSL, 3G, and 2G) accessibility
by Syrian governorate, June 2013 - April 2014
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:

Internet restrictions & the choice of violence

Expected proportion of targeted killings, given internet (DSL) accessibility
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Take-Away

In governorates where internet fully accessible = 1 in 4 targeted
killings.
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Results

Take-Away

In governorates where internet fully accessible = 1 in 4 targeted
killings.

In governorates with no internet = less than 1 in 10 targeted killings.

= Higher internet accessibility linked to more targeted killings, lower
accessibility linked to more untargeted violence
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Conclusion: Internet Control + Violence

Strategic part of larger repressive campaign
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Conclusion: Internet Control + Violence

Strategic part of larger repressive campaign

Varies spatially and temporally, repression adapted accordingly

Changes the type of state repression

Results
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Results

Thank you!

anita.gohdes@uni-mannheim.de
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