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Writing about writing 
history

Leopold von Ranke, 
1795–1886

to tell history “as it 
actually happened”

“the strongest narcotic 
of the 19th 
century”             
(Walter Benjamin)



Richard Sorge



Richard 
Sorge

b. 1895 to German/Russian 
parents

grew up in Berlin

volunteered 1914, wounded 
twice

Doctorate in Political Science, 
joined Communist Party in 

1919



Richard 
Sorge

1924: started working for 
Comintern in Moscow, later 

joined the Red Army’s 
Military Intelligence

First major assignment in 
Shanghai 1930

Sent to Tokyo in 1933 to build 
a spy ring



Eugen Ott
1934 military attaché at the 
German embassy in Tokyo

1938 German ambassador

Trusted Sorge and discussed 
German military and political 

plans with him



Ozaki 
Hotsumi

Japanese journalist with 
excellent connections to the 

Japanese government

Sorge’s main source on 
Japanese political and military 

plans







Max Clausen
b. 1899 in North Frisia

radio technician in WW I

turned communist after 1918

trained in radio 
communication and 

encryption



Max Clausen
sent to Tokyo in 1935 to assist 

Sorge

built radio transmitter and 
receiver from scratch, able to 
reach Vladivostok from 2,000 

kilometers away







51833

18128   34643   43016

46118   77920   35579

41796   29338   35447

28577   90876   28312

46866   55563   95175

76499   80102   99432

06450   17857   09814



DAL

THE SOVIET FAR EAST CAN BE CONSIDERED SAFE FROM 
A JAPANESE ATTACK

RAMSAY



DAL 

DER SOWJETISCHE FERNE OSTEN KANN ALS SICHER VOR 
EINEM ANGRIFF JAPANS ERACHTET WERDEN 

RAMSAY



A      B      C      D     E
5     87    80    83    3

F      G     H      I      J
92    95    98    1     84

 K      L     M     N    O
88    93   96    7     2

 P      Q     R     S     T
85    89    4     0     6

 U      V      W     X      Y      Z
                  82    99     91   81    97    86



DAL 83 5 93
DER 83 3 4
SOWJETISCHE 0 2 91 84 3 6 1 0 80 98 3
FERNE 92 3 4 7 3
OSTEN 2 0 6 3 7
KANN 88 5 7 7
ALS 5 93 0
SICHER 0 1 80 98 3 4
VOR 99 2 4 
EINEM 3 1 7 3 96
ANGRIFF 5 7 95 4 1 92 92
JAPANS 84 5 85 5 7 0
ERACHTET 3 4 5 80 98 6 3 6
WERDEN 91 3 4 83 3 7
RAMSAY 4 5 96 0 5 97



83593   83340   29184

36108   09839   23473

20637   88577   59300

18098   34992   43173

96579   54192   92845

85570   34580   98636

91348   33745   96059







83593   83340   29184
35635   51303   24932

36108   09839   23473
                                          10010   78191   12106

20637   88577   59300
                                          21169   41861   76147

18098   34992   43173
10589   66984   85249

96579   54192   92845
50397   01471   03330

85570   34580   98636
91929   56622   01806

91348   33745   96059
15112   84112   13865



83593   83340   29184   36108   09839   23473  
35635   51303   24932   10010   78191   12106
_____   _____   _____   _____   _____    _____
18128   34643   43016   46118   77920    35579

20637   88577   59300   18098   34992   43173                                                                                                                                     
21169   41861    76147    10589   66984   85249                                                          
_____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____

41796   29338   35447   28577   90876   28312

96579   54192   92845   85570   34580   98636
50397   01471   03330   91929   56622   01806
_____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____

46866   55563   95175   76499   80102   99432

91348   33745   96059
15112   84112   13865
_____   _____   _____
06450   17857   09814



46118
19375
06450
_____
51833



51833

18128   34643   43016

46118   77920   35579

41796   29338   35447

28577   90876   28312

46866   55563   95175

76499   80102   99432

06450   17857   09814



?????
46118
06450
_____
51833



Monday          M   T   T

Tuesday          O   U   G

Wednesday      R   N   O

Thursday         G   D   L

Friday              E   E   D

Saturday          N   H   I

 Sunday            S   A   M

Next contact on Tuesday the 31st at 1500 Greenwich Mean Time?

31 + 15 = 46

OUG 46



A          B          C          D          E
5          87        80        83         3
F          G          H          I           J     

92        95        98         1         84
 K          L          M          N          O   
88        93         96          7         2
P          Q           R          S           T   
85       89          4          0          6
U          V          W          X          Y    

 82        99         91         81        97
Z     

86
Statistisches Jahrbuch für das Deutsche Reich 1935

Page / Line / Column
fourth group of 5 from top

third group of 5 from bottom



DER UEBERFALL WIRD AM ZWEIUNDZWANZIGSTEN 
JUNI IN ALLER FRUEHE AUF BREITER FRONT ERFOLGEN

Find “Statistisches Jahrbuch für das Deutsche Reich 
1935”

(www.digizeitschriften.de)

e-mail me:
anja.drephal@randomserver.org

http://www.digizeitschriften.de
http://www.digizeitschriften.de
mailto:anja.drephal@randomserver.org
mailto:anja.drephal@randomserver.org

