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Writing about writing
history

** Leopold von Ranke,
1795-1886

*:to tell history “as it
actually happened”

*k “the strongest narcotic

of the 19th

century”
(Walter Benjamin)




Richard Sorge




Richard
Sorge

& <>
b. 1895 to German/Russian
parents

grew up in Berlin

volunteered 1914, wounded
twice

Doctorate in Political Science,
joined Communist Party in

1919




Richard
Sorge

&
1924: started working for
Comintern in Moscow, later
joined the Red Army’s
Military Intelligence

First major assignment in

Shanghai 1930

Sent to Tokyo in 1933 to build
a spy ring




Eugen Ott

&
1934 military attaché at the
German embassy in Tokyo

1938 German ambassador

Trusted Sorge and discussed
German military and political
plans with him




Ozaki
Hotsumi

& &
Japanese journalist with
excellent connections to the
Japanese government

Sorge’s main source on
Japanese political and military
plans
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The Japanese Empire
Mid - 1942
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B/sacra

TEAETPAMMA x

Tokuo : II HDHH 41
17 45 .1 EmER. - 41

Toxuo, 30 maa 1941 r.

bepiud MHQOPMHDPOBAJL CBOEIr0 N0chAa B ANOHHH
OTT, uro HemelKxoe HacrynneHwe npoTus CCCP maumeTcH
'BO BTOPOWX NONOBMHE HOHA.

HauGonee cunbpRNU yaap OyzeT HAHECOH A@BHM
$naHTOM I'EePMAHCKOM apMUH.

OTT cosepweHHO yBepeH, uTO BOHHA CKOpO
HAYHEeTCH, NO3TOMY OH NOTpPedoBaN OT BOGHHOTO aTrame
He IMOCHIATH HWKAKMX BaXHHX COOOWEHMH! yepes TeppuTO-
puio CCCP.

TexauyecKull aenapTaMeHT I'epPMAHCKHX BO3ZAYWHHX

cun B TOKMO INOAYYMS YK838HHE BO3BPATHUTHECH B [epMa-
HMN .

PAM3AH




Max Clausen

<& <®
b. 1899 in North Frisia

radio technician in WW |
turned communist after 1918

trained in radio
communication and
encryption




Max Clausen

& O
sent to Tokyo in 1935 to assist
Sorge

built radio transmitter and
receiver from scratch, able to

reach Vladivostok from 2,000

kilometers away







NAILED TO

\
)NSULATORS

OFFICE

-~ - --——-"YERANDA
TRANSM|TTE

Floor Sketch, Second floor Max Klausen’s House and Radio Installation
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THE SOVIET FAR EAST CAN BE CONSIDERED SAFE FROM
A JAPANESE ATTACK

RAMSAY




DAL

DER SOWJETISCHE FERNE OSTEN KANN ALS SICHER VOR
EINEM ANGRIFF JAPANS ERACHTET WERDEN

RAMSAY
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Next contact on Tuesday the 31st at 1500 Greenwich Mean Time?
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DER UEBERFALL WIRD AM ZWEIUNDZWANZIGSTEN
JUNI IN ALLER FRUEHE AUF BREITER FRONT ERFOLGEN

Find “Statistisches Jahrbuch fir das Deutsche Reuh

1935”
(www.digizeitschriften.de)

e-mail me:
anja.drephal@randomserver.org
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