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clearly printing news on paper is a Iega"é“y“ process
disrupted by technology
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Aftershock to
Economy Has a
Precedent That
Holds Lessons

By JAMES B. STEWART
25 minutes ago

Recent events bear an
intriguing resemblance to
1937-38, and the recession
within a Depression, which
galvanized policy makers who
had grown complacent about
the recovery.
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Stocks Open Higher
in U.S.; Europe Up
By CHRISTINE HAUSER and
JULIA WERDIGIER
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Stocks appear to have been
helped by the imposition of
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online versions of newspapers are like britannica.com instead of the wikipedia they need to
be
can’t count on incumbents -
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already technologists like winer/ev/assange have done more



we’re here to recruit you

journalism is now one of the most exciting fields to work in, needs hackers

tech that we’re good at + positive contrib to society, distribute knowledge, increase
transparency, empower people vs. vested interests = hacker values



Hack Hhe news!
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Tell people what+o Hhink
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blogging/opinion



Act o\“-kr\owir\g

Be tvanspavent-

jump to conclusions
don’t admit ignorance



Broadcast

can you think of more peer-to-peer models?



fields of questions.
issues & current examples tackling them.




H‘ow news comes o bQ/

every day, things happen. thousands of things to billions of people.

now the question is: which of the things stay secret, who gets to know about which
and who investigates the important ones.

how can we get rid of the gatekeepers?




“someone’s bound to share it on twitter”
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the most prevalent medium online is still the print-like article: once final, always final.

what about media-streams?
what about anything else the web makes possible?

topic pages were one solution ...
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NOTE: This page is part of the Living Stories experiment that ran in Google Labs from Dec 2009 - Feb 2010. The stories listed
here are still available to showcase the Living Stories format, but are no longer being updated with the latest news. The Living
Stories code is available as open-source for anyone to use on their own sites at: http://code.google.com/p/living-stories/

Fixing D.C.'s Schools: Michelle Rhee Takes Charge
- The Washington Post

D.C. school officials reported 220 abuse claims against teachers
Feb 10, 2010

D.C. officials cite positives in Post poll
Feb 3, 2010

D.C. schools chancellor's approval rating down sharply
Feb 1, 2010

View all »

Washington Tackles Health Care Reform - The Washington Post

Obama invites Republicans to a summit on health care
Feb 9, 2010

Obama's $3.8 trillion budget includes health care plan
Feb 1, 2010

In Ohio, Obama says he won't walk away from health-care fight
Jan 29, 2010

View all »

The Politics of Global Warming - The New York Times

A Federal Climate Service Is Created to Provide Data
Feb 9, 2010

Skeptics Find Fault With U.N. Climate Panel
Feb 9, 2010

Updated 1 year ago

Updated 1 year ago

Updated 1 year ago

News, made for the Web.

The Living Stories project is an experiment in presenting news, one
designed specifically for the online environment. The project was
developed by Google in collaboration with two of the country's
leading newspapers, The New York Times and The Washington
Post.

All in one place

Complete coverage of an on-going story is gathered together and
prioritized on one URL. You can now quickly navigate between
news articles, opinion pieces and features without long waits for
pages to load.

Easy to explore

Each story has an evolving summary of current developments as a
well as an interactive timeline of critical events. Stories can be
explored by themes, significant participants or multimedia.

Smarter reading
Updates to the story are highlighted each time you come back, and
older news is summarized.

Get started

Just click on one of the headlines to the left to begin reading Living
Stories.

What's behind Living Stories?

Read more about the partnership behind Living Stories here.

livingstories.googlelabs.com



streets to protest the torture of
students who had put up
anti-government graffiti.

President Bashar al-Assad, who
inherited Syria's harsh dictatorship
from his father, Hafez al-Assad, at
first wavered between force and
hints of reform. But in April, just
days after lifting the country's
decades-old state of emergency, he
launched the first of what became a
* . series of withering crackdowns,
+ane sending tanks into restive cities as
security forces opened fire on

demonstrators.

Neither the violence nor Mr. Assad's offers of political reform — rejected
as shams by protest leaders — brought an end to the unrest. Similarly, the
protesters have not been able to withstand direct assault by the military's
armored forces.

The conflict is complicated by Syria's ethnic divisions. The Assads and
much of the nation's elite, especially the military, belong to the Alawite
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linking to other sources

Syria uprising may lead to regional
war

FINANCIAL TIMES

AUGUST 12, 2011

Reports of 13 killed as thousands
defy Assad - FT.com

BUSINESS WEEK

AUGUST 12, 2011

Clinton Urges Syria's Allies to Get
on 'Right Side of History'

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUGUST 12, 2011

Clinton presses world to shut tap
on Syrian oil
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2011 England riots

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
(Redirected from 2011 London Riots)

Not to be confused with 2011 United Kingdom anti-austerity protests.

I @) This article documents a current event. Information may change rapidly as the event progresses.

In August 2011, widespread rioting occurred in parts of England. The riots began in
Tottenham, North London, following a peaceful protest sparked by the fatal shooting of
Mark Duggan there by officers of the Metropolitan Police Service on 4 August 2011.
The ensuing looting, arson, burglary, robbery and disorder spread across London and
to other areas of England, with the worst disturbances mostly centred on a small
number of major cities,!'#/1214115]

On 6 August 2011, about 200 people, including Duggan's relatives and local residents,
marched in Tottenham. After receiving only limited information concerning Duggan's
death, several in the crowd became violent and rioting broke out. In the following days,
disturbances occurred in other areas of London, including Wood Green, Enfield Town,
Ponders End, Walthamstow, Islington and Brixton.["s] Vandalism, arson, looting and
violent disorder also were reported in several boroughs of London, extending as far
south as Croydon. At least 186 police officers were reported injured.[gl On 8 August,
rioting and looting occurred in Birmingham, Liverpool, Nottingham, Bristol, Medway
and Leicester. More than 1,100 people have been arrested since the start of the
disruption.:m A total of five civilians have been killed: police shot a man on 8 August.w
three men were run over by a car driven by another man on 10 August,[sl and an
elderly man beaten in Ealing on 8 August succumbed to his injuries on 11 August."'®

In response to the incidents, Prime Minister David Cameron, Home Secretary Theresa
May, London Mayor Boris Johnson and Opposition Leader Ed Miliband cut short their
holidays to return to London. Parliament was recalled on 11 August to debate the
situation.”"?! By this time, disturbances and unrest had largely abated and thousands

Firefighters douse a shop and apartiments cestroyed by arson

2011 England riots

during the initial rioting in Tottenham, North London

Date
Location

6 - 10 August 2011

Several districts across Greater London,
Greater Manchester, Merseyside, West
Midlands, West Yorkshire, Bristol and several
other areas.! 1?1l

Reported fatalities and injuries
5 deaths!“I®!

concerning globally important events, wikipedia often has good, well-updated writeups.
more local events are hardly ever well-covered though.
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1) self-chosen sources
2) social networks
3) relatively-open relevancy filters

fields i don’t know and i don’t know would interest me



H‘oN +o undevstand
(betHer)

how can i have context? infographics? intro videos? explaining terms?
economic crisis -> horrible job?

one big part of it is:




governments and organizations release bigger and bigger dumps of data
(of their own free will due to FOIA or due to leaks)
that need to be processed and analyzed
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: In Haiti? Text 4636 (International: +44 762.480.2524 ) on Digicel or Comcel with your location and need. Report emergencies and missing persons.

Haiti

The 2010 Earthquake in Haiti
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Ushahidi-Haiti @ 'I‘U.fts has the most up-to-date reports for first

UNIVERSITY responders — please visit their site for the

most current data.
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How 4o make sense of
Pu\Hic oor\l-vibul-ior\s

measure sentiment? aggregate reactions?
forum / comment threads -> how to better consume?
polls on news sites —-> expand them?

comments, poll votes, tweets; they can be worthwhile

reddit up/down?
blog trackbacks?




16 Responses to “Measuring and improving accuracy in journalism”

ournalism | Daniel Bachhuber's
Hypocrisy: you're making it right.
zllcea
..] and increasing accuracy in journalism Posted on April 20, 2011 by Daniel BachhuberMeasur
Then PUNCH him in the FACE! increasing accuracy in journalism. Jonathan Stray outlines one appreoach. I think we need to thro
aCuriousParty computing power at it. This [...]

2 Besdis
cve _'-l‘_‘i"‘,'

Jonathan,
Excellent research and thoughtful observations and suggestions on one of the most important is
journalism. I should note that my accuracy checklist was inspired by Craig Silverman’s. Craig ang

Rosenberg have a great idea with the Report an Error Alliance:

[...] day and in preventing future mistakes? Jonathan Stray, journalist and computer guy, has w
comprehensive post on his blog about accuracy and error reporting in journalism, and he offers 4

interesting (...}

Oof AmMazon s st

Journalism

[...] Jonathan Stray considers how to measure accuracy in journalism [...]

better trackbacks?
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information

“now what?”
give people tools to effect change in the world
(coordinate volunteer responses?)

send traffic somewhere else?




How 4o make it

sus‘l"O\ir\o\HQ/

financially
do less better.

people are looking into crowdsourcing the data gathering part of the news process.

micropayment providers also help independent players join the conversation.

maybe no business model?



H'ON +o eLMmponey $
Pra'l@cl—\jou\mo\‘is{'s

internet in a suitcase, tor project, “hacker satellite”.
people need to know the dangers they’re facing. especially because they’re likely not to know
about the virtual ones.

protect sources.
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internships are the traditional entry point for journalistic activities
the mozilla drumbeat project, among other things, distributes a few journalism fellowships

for their challenge winners.

basically, you’ll work with teams in newsrooms all over the world.

some universities have started offering Data Journalism / Computational Journalism
curriculums, even providing scholarships for programmers embarking on these
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Turning coders into journalists (hint: add spelicheck,

subtract Skittles)
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QATAR CAMPUS

news prd
way to p
understa

wnw.medill. novHiwesterneda /...

www.medill.northwestern.edu/admissions . x?2id=58645



http://www.medill.northwestern.edu
http://www.medill.northwestern.edu

mozilla Drumbeat FProlects  People  Events SIGNIN  SIGN UP

Knight-Mozilla News Technology Partnership (MoJo)

Web developers and designers around the world collaborating to invent the future of news.

= !\:’\ } ’( |
%‘:\.' g 3
L
Put your best ideas in front of luminaries, big thinkers Eamn a trip to a Berlin hackfest, where we'l help take Spend a year in one of the world's most exciting
and journalists shaping journalism's future. your idea from napkin sketch to prototype. newsrooms as a paid Knight-Mozilla fellow.

Learn more...

2011 challenges winners

News

Hacks and hackers meld minds P People
)  powered

news

When I'm thinking poetically, | imagine MoJo as a massive hacks and hackers mind meld.
Developers and journalists working together in a gritty, real-world, open-to-the-public lab.
Answering each other’s silly questions. Playing together. And making news differently. Six
months in, this melding is upon us. Or, at least, folks in ... Beyond
comments

#MozNewsLab week three: Five tips on collaborating in the

Arumbm+.org/ M-Us/\jou\mo\hsm/

more journalists to understand technology
more technologists to understand journalism




there are many local journalism grants, most seem to be targeted at news_paper_s though.
(some interesting papers get grants in austria)
big international tech-journalism grant programs are
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citizen journalism has been on the rise ever since you’ve been able to reach big audiences via
the internet.
kickstarter makes it easy to collectively fund projects.




COLLABORATORS
a network of journalists (*hacks”) and technologists (*hackers”) who rethink the future of news
and information.
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